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TO THE EDITOR, 
Gum Trade. 


Sir, 

Iclancholy as the prospect of Great-Bri- 
now appears, and supinely as her_rulers 
disposed to abandon all her nearest 
dearest interests to. the rapacious gripe 
rance, it behoves all, who Jove the ex- 
nce of their country, and -have gloried 
er prosperity,.to contribute the liftle 
of their abilities for the preservation 
what yet remains to her. If ever, after 
og and bleody war, it has been neces- 
, that the limits of commercial and ter- 
ial rights between the contending na- 
s should be clearly and unequivocally 
ned, it certainly must have beon after 
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ich the fundamental government of our 
| has been wholly subverted, and all its 
ne, qualities, and relations modelled 
a new character. Much has been 
i, and more will be considered, in both 
of Parliament, upon the unprecedent- 
omission of the revival of ancient treaties 
that, which we have now concluded ; 

a many valuable rights ‘have been enu- 
ated, which are sapposed to have been 
d by no other title than these extin- 
ishing treaties, Let us be careful .how 
Proceed at this momentous crisis, after 
ratification of. such a peacey if peace it 
ey be called, which is pregnant with new 
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lared at the signature of jhe e in 
53, that the dbrogation of. subsisting. 
aties would throw commerce inte infi- 
Confusion ; how much more forcible 
wt be its effects, when the government, 
“ m whote eacient faith the basis of our 
mercial intercourse was established, is 
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th a war, as we have new sustained; in‘ 


Milities. It was publicly and officially | 


led snd its place supplied by a new 


that Whe are better able to-decide pon 
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such was the opinion of those, who. signdad 
the treaty of 1783, may be drawn friin 
the use of the. words “ abrogation of sxd- 
“ sisting treaties,” instead of non-revival’ of 
ancient treaties. No atgument can be eol- 


‘lected on. the other side.from the practiwe of 


stipulating for their renewal, which is solely 
to be attributed to the jealous care, with 
which our ancient negotiators avoided the 
possible admission of a,dangerous  cavil, 
They stipulated. generally for. the renewal 
of all treaties, but were not satisfied with 


this security, without likewise inserting the 


names of - particular important treaties, 
which, though not .enumerated, would by 
the general clause have been equally con- 
firmed. I-will pot dwell on this question, 
which will find abler advocates in Parlla- 
ment; the point, to which I am desirous of 
drawing the public attention; is our right 
to the gum trade, which Lord G. and Mr. 
W. have stated to be wholly done away by 
the extinction of these ‘treaties; and (un- 
founded as this opinion to‘ me appears) 
ministers cither careless, or ignorant of the 
subject, have silently assented to its truth. 
But, though I humbly hope to demonstrate, 
that this right has not been ceded to France, 
and that it:is wholly unconnected with ‘the 
non-renewal of ancient treatiesy how’ tn- 
certain is the predicament of this country, 
when:men of such abilities, and so 2edlons 
for its welfare, can for..a moment-belicve 


Our rights to be extinguished; when the 


negligence or impotence.of ministers hate 
réduted us.to the perilous alternetive of 
“yielding them to the rapdtity of our ene- 
mies, Or maintaiding thera by cavi!, withdut . 


any, tribunal to je ge them, byt the im- 
arice, 


‘rious court of or any appeal from 
sok decisions, but to the enfeebled sword of 
)Great-Britain | 


‘To determine whether, or not, we still 
‘a right to participate in the gam 

trade, we must consider the-orizin of that 
right, aad of the right of Franoe to the 
territory, upon -whith it is exercised. if 
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doubtedly expire. But I contend, that the 
complete and unlimited sovereignty of Se- 
negai does not belong to France, and-that 
‘the trade in question was carried on not by 
hér permission or sufferance, but by the 
‘unceded right of Great-Britain. 
treaty of 1763, Senegal, with all its depen- 
dencies, which extend northward round the 


Bays of Portendic and Arguin to Cape | 


Blanco, was ceded to Great-Britain in fall 
right, without any reservation or restric- 
tion. A share in the gum trade was en- 
sured to France by the restitution | of 
Goree; and Great-Britain remained for 
twenty years in full possession of the settle- 
‘ments of Senegal, till their cession was 
demanded by I'rance at the conclusion of 
the. American war. The English. could 
procure slaves from their settlements on the 
Gambia, and the chief value of Senegal 
was the participation in the gum trade, 
which it. secured: to: them. -It was ceded 


therefore to France in 1783, with a-reser- 


-vation of liberty for British merchants. to. 


carry on. this trade on the coast between. 


Portendic and the River St. John, a portion, 
of the dependencies of Senegal, on condi-. 
tion that these merchants should form there 
.no permanent settlement: . The French 
therefore acquired in Senegal not.av abso- 
lute sovereignty, but. a: qualified. territorial 
right, witheut:any power of excluding the 
British traders from a part of this district. 
.In the. Jate war Great-Britain. recovered Se- 
Megal, and by the treaty just concluded she 
stipulates generally to restore all the eon- 
equests, which she-has made in the course 
wf it. What then does she restore to 
France in Africa? An absolute sovereignty 
»ovér Senegal, subject to no limitations, or 
‘westrictions? No, for this France did -not 
a ; this was not, wrested. from. her. 
She held Senegal subject. to certain British 
rights; and the same estate, which she he- 

- fore cones there, is.now restored to her. 
Bat the British right to trade on the coast 
: from Portendic to the St. John, which ‘our 
ee eet ta cede in.4753, has not 
‘ Dn ce by the Jast. treaty. Gueat-Bri- 
“aia holds it by virtue of er -conqveui i 
J 4758; in 1783 she ceded ‘thé tertitorial 
~ wights, reserving this; .and.‘by ihe present 
firmation of that cession she still rétains 

- that trade, which she“had reserved, whole 
i ang.807 attempt of the 

: mefchants in. the 
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|, Great-Britain, with all due deference to th ies, 
: opinion of the noble lord, who has she rgut 
| expatiated :on the defects of this treaty, | ‘pu 
| am firmly convinced’;-that our present gj y. 
{ nisters will-cast this gem of our commends ape, 
| crown at the feet of France, 1 am a $, | 
_ disposed to fear. | eed! 
_ Lam yours, &e. py cc 


Wn fH enan 
May 6, 1802. ie rs, t 
ie 
ctice 
To W wing 
Sir, bs, 0 
To the sentiments expressed in the int ure ¢ 
| ductory part of your letter, it is hati not 
| necessary for me to signify my heat led ; 
| assent, The! situation of our enemy, or sider 
| own sifuation, the disjointed state of te nce © 
| World in general, did, indeed, in the form this 
tion of a treaty, by which, it was obviog re tl 
that the enjoyment of our future comnts astra 
cial and ‘térritorial rights must be material om 
attected, call for an unusual degree of ce ties, 
tion. and firmness. ‘The instrument, be How 
ever, to which your observations refer, al 1th 
the defects of. which are, at this momeil, the 
the subject’ of parliamientary discussing brog 
bears ‘not the slightest trace of either d wir 
these qualities, but exhibits, on the ot pies 
trary, the. conibined effects of ignoramt, ordi 
carelesspess, and pusillanimity. bich 
Agreeing as we do as to the genet mse 
tenour dnd tendency of this treaty, | Pr 
nevertheless afraid that we entertain ope ating 
site opinions, with regard to certain peruce g 
lar points of it, “You seem to have adopted 
the supposition, that all the treatucs exist 
ing, previous to the war, . between the hor 
tile. powers, recive uf theisselves at the 1 
‘mination of stich war,” unless expr 
altered or annulled by new stipalations nes 
on the contrary, ani fally persuaded, | ras 
all the rreatits, existing before the wa 
between the opposite belligerent pon"™ . 
do; from the commencement of the wit, be 
ceasé and determine: for ever, unless : 
Pee aa aa f eact, & 
_pressly renewed in the treaty o! P sh ie 
in some subseyrient compact. To # a 
ASis,. of: your ‘acuteriess, ] should, a ial 
} case, be loath to oppuse my ia , [ee wid 
‘perienced pen, and my confi ned xy 
Assure you, by no. pare streng! ye vigil the 
the reflection, that I amrassertiog | 
of France in opposition to the inter8™ rie 
honour of Fogland. pe ee wh: 
-g Dhat the, best argument, against 
<onpe not to*be collected ! : : fort pro 
bs 
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‘es, is readily. acknowledged ; bat, that 
rgument cap therefrom be collected for 
urpose, I niust take -the liberty to 
Great part of the public law of 
ope, like the common law of particular 
es; derives its origin from custom, and 
eeds altogether upon precedent. A 
continued practice becomes a_ tacit 






C. 
— evant, which is, to all intents and pur- 
»s, binding on the parties to the con- 
t. Of this nature, I presume, is the 
tice of Great-Britain in constantly re- 
ving all the former treaties and stipula- 
»s, on which she intended to found any 
the int reclaim or pretension, and which she 
is hatdy not acknowledge to be. thenceforth an- 
ny bean ied and of non-effect. This practice ‘is 
emmy, Of psidered, and fairly considered, as an evi- 
ite of thy nce of her own construction of the law 
he fort this respect; and, in‘ fact, she has, in 
S$ OLVIONY ye than one instance, actéd upon this 


commits hstraction towards. other powers with 


material) om she has refused to renew ‘former 
e Of Cit laties, mabe 

evil, bow How your argument derives’ strength 
efer,. and 1 the circumstance, that those who sign- 
more, the treaty of 1783, used the’ words 
iscussing, brogation of ExisTING treaties, instead of. 


wa-rcvival of ANCIENT tréaties,” I must 
niess myself at.a loss to discover. If, 
ording to your’ idea, ‘all. the treaties, 
hich existed before the war, tevived of 


either d 
the com 
 Oranes, 


- genert mselves at the close of it, where was. 
ty, 1a e necessity of renewing them ? Thé words 
in oppe ting treaties certainly meant, ‘treaties ex- 
partetr mg at the breaking out of tb¢.qwar, and, 
‘adopted hougst those were to. be found all the 
3 Cxist wnt treaties, from the treaty of West- 
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alia downwards, ‘Therefore, the distinc- 
bn which you have ‘drawn is’ perfectly 
gatory ; it discovers no difference’ in the 
igs spoken of, and. contributes nothing’ 
vards the support of your argument. 
ut, Sir, I cannot be contént to rest my 
oa solely on the practice ‘of stipulat- 











siti 
& for the renewal of former treaties. + I 
mes beg leave to refer to the maxims laid 
wo by the civilians 6f ‘Etirope; all of 











eat Properly s0 called,” cease to be 
™ ‘pat » 1. when the sovereign power 
xis. hom ‘they were coticluded ceases 
ir 2. when the state passes under 
‘ Aominion of another power ; 3; some- 
yaa when a state changes its constitu- 
us 4 and always when a war, on 
raccouht, breaks ‘out betiveen the 


1 BR 2g pares, except it miay be sach 
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pom are unanimous in declaring, that, 
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‘* been made in the case of war,”* such, for 
instance, as are to be found in the tenth 
article of our present treaty with the Ame- 
rican States. On the same side with your- 
self Six Freperick Morton Epen has 
quoted Varrex, who says, that, ‘* the state 
of things at the instant of making the 
“treaty is held to be legitimate, and any 
‘* change to: be’made in it requires an ex~ 
“* press specification in the treaty; conse~ 
«quently ail things not mentioned in the 
“ treaty, are to remain as ibey were at the 
‘© Conclusion of it.” Watrex does not here 
speak in reference to actual possession, or 
enjoyment, but to rights and pretensions ; 
and, therefore, his doctrine fully confirms 
the antecedent maxim of former ‘treaties 
being ‘abrogated by war. ©‘ All things not 
* mentioned in the treaty; remain as they 
“ were at the conclusion of it.” The war 
abrogated all former treaties; they were in 
that state at the conclusion of the peace, 
and, as they are not mentioned in the 
treaty, they remain as ‘they were at. that 
conclusion, that is to say, null and void.- 
“As We are speaking of what France has 
a right to do, avd not of what-she wi/l do, 
in consequence of the treaty of “Amiens, 
‘I shall not urge, in support ‘of my argyu- 
tient, the construction which she and Hol- 
land “have already put*upon the omission, 
om our part, to renew ‘former treaties, 
Neither shall I,‘ in speaking of the’ guns 
‘trade, on which — point also I ‘differ from 
you in opinion, cite’ the décree by which 
she ‘has;’ ¢ven'.during the negotiation, cut 
of our share of “that trade; ‘ but’ shall 
confine myself stlely to they question: of 
right,’ 4 : Boek i ' 
~** That’ France did not, by the treaty of 
1783; obtain ‘the unlimited sovereignty of 
Senegal, and “thatthe gum trdde was not 
catried on by her permission, but: by the 
unctied ‘right 6f Great-Britain,~ 1. think 
there is, af least; great reason .to. doubt: 
By ‘articlé IX, of the treaty of 1783; “the 
|” King of Great-Britain cedes, iv ful} right” 
‘the territory’ in question to France. ‘Articie, 
PX? tréatsof-dndther subject; and article 
| XI, after making provision- with respect 
‘to boundaries omand near the Gambia, says, 





“ shall have. the fberty of carrying it on, 
“ from the mouth of the River St. Joho, 





* Mantens, C.1> B. Il. Sec. §. Where several 
authorities are cited. 
- » Varter, B. IV, Set. 2ke ES 
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that, “as ‘to thegum trade; the. English 
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-® to the Bay and. Fort of Portendic exclu- | 


« sively,” 


Now, Sir, npon a closer view of the pre-* 


mises, dors it not appear, that you have 
heen rather hasty in your conclusion? 
France first obtains the “ fu/ right” to the’ 
territory, and she aflerwards -gives us the 
Jiberty to catry on the gum trade, Full 
sight is certainly synouimous with unlimited 


soveraiguly, as diberty, in this instance, ds | 


Our right to | 


With permission, or sufferauce. 
<arry on the trade dees net appear to me to 
he reserved by us, but grauted by France. 
The cession of, the sovereignty and -the 
granting of the permission .are, indeed, 
#ound in one and the same compact, bat 
this circamstaace .alone dogs not give to 
the latter .the character of a Jegal réserva- 
dion. Reservations are otherwise worded, 
and are always immediately connected-wWith 


the cession from which they are an excep- | 


dion, instances of which occur in almost 
every treaty, 

lam not, however, anxious to Jay much 
stress upon this point; because, allowing 
“that the right to the gum ‘trade was “ up- 
eeded” in the treaty. of 17835; allowing that 
we seserved this right by that treaty; still. 
we cannot,.1 presume, maiptain, that this 
seservation js not zow extinguished, seeing 
that the treaty of 1763 is tatally obliterated. 
If, as you contend, we reserved the right 
of the gum. trade. in the treaty of 1783, we 
certainly. do.not forfeit it by stipulating to 
restore. to France what-we have conquered 
‘from ober duriog the war; because we 
could not cenguer from her that which 
we had reserved to ourselves; but we for- 
Scitit nat less effcotually by amitting to te- 
mew the treaty of 1763, which, according 
#0. your own argument, was the only title 
by which we-held it. From the treaty.of 
4703 it isthat you derive our right; by 
that treaty we.obtained from France the un- 
dimited sovercigaty -of Senegal and~its de- 
“‘pendensies, a portion.of which sovereignty, 
88 you contend, we reserved in a subsequent 
treaty ; aad, if this he so, aur right,.so re- 
@very stipulation of which treaty, togethe 
with all the rights and immunities arising 
therefrom, are.uow completely abrogated by 
‘emissions of the treaty of, Amicas, 
. EER rele 


Ses Sir, 


served, wesfounded upon.the:treaty of 1768, | with ‘you, 
r B : ‘* 
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TO STR FREDERICK Mw. Epey 
Sir, 

The second edition. of your Levers os th 
Peace 1 have perused with attention. Yoy 
retrenchments, as far as they “have gone, 
are very judicions; and I am troly sory 
remark, that the parts*which yor have a 
ded do not seem to bé entitled to the an 
commendation. “To defend ‘the Defnitiy 
‘Treaty is a task of much greater difficaly 
than that of defending the Preliminare, 
The bare enumeration of the vices of thi 
compact, wunaccampanied with commety, 
would have ocetipied a much larger space 
than you have employed in what you 
pear to segatd as a refutation of all te 
objections urged against the treaty, whether 
in parliament or else€where. So laconics 
mode ‘of tréating the subject might haw 
been excused during the prevalence of the 
“ delirium of joy;" but, now that refectiga 
has résumed its.sway, tow that the appre 
hénsicns.of the nation are awakened, som 
thing more, Sir, is required to remove tht 
than mere dogmatical assertion, some bit 
more than.a repetition of hacknied ant ® 
applicable maxinis. 

A's you have adyanced nothing worthyd 
the name of argiinient in support of yor 
assertions, I by no means fee! myself called 
upon to seply to them; yet 1 cannot softer 
them to pass altogether unnoticed. 

You sétout, Sir, with a quotation fos 
VATTEL, intended to prove, tliat the treats 
existing, before the war, between the a 
tions opposed to each other in “re 
@o not cease, though not renewed a! 
‘peace. In my letter to W— H-—, 

think you will find a satisfactory ss 
‘to this part of your remarks; if you "9 
not, howevée, you will find it 12 ee 

Means, in p. 191 of yoor pampbi, wi 
-in gpedking of the‘honour of the flag, 
-abserye, that “ our negotiators acted ¥ - 
“in not insisting on the revival ghee 
te cient puanctilio,” the abolition 0} +. 

i a subject of joy. Now, © 


punctilio, as you. call Roa yor * 


‘ BARE 


by the mon-renewal of any 
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indeed, been, recognized by, but which 
; not its origin to, stipnlations of any 
between the parties. On this’ point 
re is certainly room for doubt; bat, if a 
ht thus fortified be, as you acknowledge 
s, abolished by the omission in the tréaty, 
t omission mast necessarily work 4 for- 
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ave fone, / 
¥ Sorry tp ture of all those rights which had their 
2 have a ‘a and contiduance in stipulation alone. 
) the sang Vith respect to ludia, your nouons of 
Definitive effects of this treaty are not moré free 
-difficaly m confusion. You seem to regard the 
iminaties, pulations of the convention of 1787 as 
es. of thi taining concessions to France, whereas 
comment, contain, from Franee to us, a conces- 
ger spacefmmpo of the right to restrain her commerce 
YOU Be d jurisdiction in a part Of the world, 
fall the ere she always had, or pretended to 
, Whether ve, an original right of commerce and 


laconic & 
ight have 
ce of the 
refectioa 
he appre 
d, some 
ove the 


risdiction equal to our own. Perceiving, 
wever, that the law is no very safe 
bund to ‘stand on, you observe, that 
ance carnot easily interfere in our frade, 
ile she is * watched by the civil and 
military powers of British India;™ that 
t rights of sovereignty io Asia “ are in- 


omer hit disputable; that France, indeed, has never 
| and recognized them, bat that they are not less 
secure on that accounf, and, that evbdile 
worthy of we bave the means of defending the terriiory, 
of your tis held on as firm a tenare as that 
elf called which “secures. fo the French Republic 
ot sufier cituer Savey or Belgium.” ‘This is ver 
ue, Sir, bat, what has this to do with 
ion from ace? While we bave the means of de- 
© treaties nding our “ empire in the East,” F trust 
the nt God that no minister will ever be fouud 
ich wah, ise enough to give it up; though, after 
J at the phat we have seen, we ought not to bé too 
» By ih bifident. I trust we shall not want the 
r angie wer to defend this empire, and to pre- 
u sh 've all its benefits exclusively to ourselves ; 


| power dues not confer right, nor will 
success of afms atone for the negligence 
» Hegouators, "You are naturally led to 
nt the question en the issue of the sword, 








this a dile I conteod that we ought to have had 
bong” ett vening security of a treaty. I am, 
pe ‘whe ready to allow, that no very great 
polish sence can be placed in any promise on 


— Part of France; the ministers think 
“Herently; bat, whatever degree of secu- 
* bron treaty with Buonaparté can give, 
3 “ver obstacle such an instrument may, 
ANY case, be presumed to oppose to his 
eee a eee, With respect to the com- 
, ‘eh Sovereignty of India, most assur- 
1 wy erg ‘the nou-renewal of 
t Ri Se r 
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8, | 
‘he abrogation of the right to cot | 
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logwood and mahogany in the Bay of Hon- 
duras, you observe, that Great-Britain ‘has 
stipulated to restore only such places as she 
has conquered during the war, and that, ‘as 
she occupiéd Honduras before the war, the 
giving that up cannot be included in the 
stipulation. If you are jesting on this 
point, your jest is very dull; and if you are 
serious | know of no epithet nor of any 
assemblage of epithets wherewith to give 
an adequate description of your absurdity. 
The right of which we are speaking nevet 
had any otWer foundation than that of spe- 
cial agreement between the Kings of Eng-~ 
land and Spain, the latter of whom was 
always the sole sovereign of the soil in the 
province of Honduras. We traded to that 


province, we built huts and eut wood there, ~ 


by his permission, secured to us by the 
treaties existing before the war. From the 
commencement:of the war the permission 
ceased, anid, do you really imagine, Sif, 
that our continuing to cut wood without 
permission, during the war, is a proof of our 
having a right 10 continue to cut wood 
during the peace? Because a tenant has 
kept possession of your house six months 
after the expiration of his lease, shall he 
thereon found a right to possess it for ever 
after? Upon a pretension like this, how- 
ever, it is that you support our right to 
trade to Honduras, and boldly declare, that 
Great-Britain will not a//ow Spain to avail 
herself of the right of ejectment, which I 
contend, she has obtained by the non-re- 
newal of former treaties. Take cere, Sir, 
how you engage for the firmness of Great- 
Britain in this~respect?’ The Mercure de 
France, No. 46—5 Floreal, an 10, has said, 
that “ the cutting of logwood and maho- 
** gany, in the province of Honduras, was 
“ another right granted by Spain to the 
« English, who, perhaps, sec less value up- 
« on the wood, than upon the contraband 
** trade, which they carried on under covet 
“ of the right of cutting it.”” Mark the 
sequel: ‘* the Bay of Waidiies is, by the 
“ treaty of Amiens, freed from this doubje tri- 
« bute.” So says Boonaparté, Sir Frederick, 
and Buohapatté js universally ackiowledgéd 
to be the most able publicist in Europe. 
You have, however, asserted, that our right 
to trade to Honduras remains enimpaired ; 
and itis, therefore, the duty of our minis- 
ters to defend us in the exercise of that 
right, a duty which I am very much deé- 


‘ceived if they will thank you for havisg. 


imposed upon them. This reimark applies’ 


with equal force to every other right, the 


-existenes of which is, in Consequence of the 
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omissions of the treaty, become .a-matter 
of dispute. The language of the country 
te the ministers.is. this: ‘ either.you, have 
given up these rights, or you have not; 
if. you have, then do you merit all the 
reproach that has been bestowed on.you ; 
‘* if you haye not, let us now see whether 
“ you will defend usin the enjoyment .of 
« these rights.” - Rest assured, Sir, that_or- 
ders are already gone from Spain to drive 
out» our cutters of .Jogwood, and you need 
not be told that. France has madé and pro- 
mulgated a decree prohibitipg our further 
exercise of the gum trade. According to 
your doctrine the.enforcing of these prohi- 
bitions will be an act of hostility, and, it 
follows of coursé, that we.may be, in a few 
months, if we are not at the present mo- 
ment, actually engaged in another war for 
the recovery of a small portion of that, 
which, previous to the treaty, we had the 
secure possession. ‘“‘ Not so,” say the. ad- 
vocates of the peace: “ we. will not con- 
*« tend for trifles.” 
mers, and yourself, will most clearly demon- 
Strate,.that the net proceeds of no one right 
are sufficient to balance the expense of a 
war, however short its duration. Upon 


«6 
ae 


e 


this principle the treaty of Amiens bas been | 
concluded ; upon this principle right after | 


right will be yielded, ‘till the old lion, de- 
prived, one by one, of his’ teeth and his 
claws, will fall beneath the club of his 
ciafty assailant. | | 

From: Honduras I shall now follow you 
to Louisiana. And here your notions, which 
have been gradually towering towards the 
regions of folly, seem to have attained their 
summit. You aifect to believe, that, be- 


cause this immense country was formerly of | 


little use to France, it will be of little 
use to her now, Is this a fair mode 
Of ggasoning, Sir? Does the change which 
has taken place in the distribution of West- 
Todia colonies werit no consideration? Are 
the actual settlement and most successful 
cultivation of the lands on the eastern bank 
of the Mississippi, together with the trade 
‘and navigation arising theretrom, circum- 
stances: that make no difference between 
.the. present and the former ion of 
the command of that river? Is the disco- 
: y. (for itis a discavery and a recent one 
cotton can be prodaced in abun- 
touidants and at 


" t 


ad ia v 
3 is this of _no i 


re 
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lation and a port crowded with Ships? Ay 
well might, you cotfend, that the ports of 
Holland are of no importance, becayse rl 
spot where they now stand was for 
covered by the sea. 
-. You. say that disputes will arise betweep 
France and the United States, and thy 
*« jealousies will be created that wil! odes 
“ the Americans to court ibe friendship of 
“ Great-Britain.”" You shovld not, $j; 
haye borrowed this notion from the Regis 
ter, p. 201, without an attempt, at least, to 
refute the arguments there advanced to 
show that the notion, if entertained, woul 
prove falacious. ‘Those who have cinsider. 
ed this subject are conviriced, that the ces. 
sion of Louisiana to France will tend totally 
to destroy our connection with the United 
States ; and, to change their opinion wil 
require reasons, which if you have at your 
command, you do not choose to employ 
them, a mode of proceeding which is rather 
ungenerous, considering the desparate situs 
tion of the cause that you have espoused, 
“ The Mississippi,” you te!l us, “ is not 
“ advantageously situated for supplying te 
“ French West-Indies with lumber al 
* provisions,” because “ a voyage frog 
New Orleans to St. Domingo, in th 
* teeth of the trade wind, could not ¥ 
“ effected in less time than a voyage irom 
Brest.” . Allowing, for a moment, We 
truth of this latter assertion, how doxs 
take from the ‘utility of Louisiana #4 
source of Jumber and provisions? If ther 
are none of these articles at Brest, and if 
they are found in abundance at New Or 
leans, the possession of the latter is certaitl) 
an acquisition of great value to ~— 
though it be, in point of sailing, of °° 
distance from the place where the article 
|are wanted. But, this is not so. 90 
| days sail brings a vessel (‘9! the way bg 
the wind, and not in the fecth of it) 1" 
New Orlears to Savannah, suppos!'S or 
that to be necessary ; and the tip from 5” 
vannah to St. Doniingo is frequently pe 
fornied in a week. What then becomes 
your assertion? And where is the gat 
tion that it was charitably intended ( 
vey to the bosoms of your readers’ 
year, Sir, there was conveyed dow? 
Mississippi, Jamber ‘and provisions "°. 


* 
metly 
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1 of the river, or thrown into 
Apne ye bri 


‘zmount of moére than a million sterling. 
What became of it? According ' 
idea it ‘must have been used at wf f 
the sea 5 20% 


go any where it could g° 









































[556 


ips? Ae 
: Ports of 
formerly 


] 

setts, or New Jeriev, else it wonld-have 
supplanted in the market by the pro- 
‘sa matter on which you were totally 
formed, or which you. were. resolved 
st grossly to misrepresent. . . 
Phe cotton'lands, too; falling under the 
e of France, will; ‘you think, .be of vo 
sequence to us, because, though, by the 
ce we lose Tobago and other colonies 
nee the chief supply of cotton has been 
ived, and though the French and Dutch 
y refuse to furnish us with that neces- 
ty article, “ any quantity of. this article 
may be obtained: from Surat and Bombay.” 


betwee 
and that 
ib induce 
nasbip of 
hot, Sir, 
de Regis. 
least, to 
inced to 
cd, would 
Considers 


the ces. may any quantity of potatoes, as far as 
id totally now; but ‘they would come to Covent 
e United iden much dearer than the potatoes 


ed at Gravesend or Battersea, as the cot- 
) of India will come to Manchester dearer 
n that of New Orleans. It is not the 
taining ‘of the material, but the ob- 


uion will 
> at your 
) employ 
is rather 


ate situa. ing of it at a cheap rate, that constitutes 
oused, advantage of possessing the lands. on 
« ig not ich it grows. ‘Those who obtain their 
lying the ton cheapest will be able vo sell their 
ber and ton goods cheapest, aud those who sell 
ze from apest will have the preference in the 
_ in the rket, 


| not by # should, by way df conclusion, make 










of thoge of ortier States, * In fact; Sir, | 





{ 


age from me remarks on what you say respecting 
ent, the honours of the -flag, the cession to 
- does it foce in Guiana, and the arrangement of 
na a4 aita; but, really, Sir, your manner’ of | 
If there ating these important subjects is so flip- | 
, and if Dt, so disgustingly puerile, so much be- 
New Or ath your talents as a writer, and so totally. 
certaialy vorthy of your feelings as- an English | 
France, lleman, that I am loath to yield to the 
of equal pulse of that indignation, which alone 
articles bid furnish an appropriate rep)y. 

Seved arm, 'S 
ay hifnt Sir,’ 


1) from Your most humble 







rg ee and obedient Servant, 
eet Wm. Cobdett. 
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... The Chairman then shortly reported the result of the 
interview of- the committee with the right hou. the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, that they had endlea- 
Voured to point out and convince him of the evil 
consequences which would arise from his ext ning 
the principles of taxation to shipping, which had al- 
ways been cautiously avoided .by his, predecessors, 
and stated to him the present low rate of British 
shipping, in consequénce of the peace and the ma+ 
nifest advantages which foreign shipping. would de- 
rive from the proposed tax. That it had been the 
practice of all former parliaments. to encourage, by 
every legislative act, the increase of British shipping, 
and at this time such encouragement was more par- 
ticularly required from th. ability of foreigners to 
build and navigate their ships at much less expense 
than the British ship-owners.—-The chairman said, 
that their representations were heard by the minister 
with great attention, but that they were unable to 
convince him of the injurious tendency and imipolicy, 
of it, nor could they prevail upon him to recede 
from his intention of imposing it. 

The Chairmaa then said, that it would be proper to 
consider of what was farther necessary to be done on 
this occasion, when A/r, J. Revinson proposed the 
following resolution, which was unanimously agreed 
to. 

Reso.vep, * That it is the unanimous opinion 
‘** of the ship-owners present at this meeting, That 
“* from the present state of Europe, there is every 
** reason to apprehend the shipping of this country 
** will decline, and that any tax on that species of 
“¢ property will be attended with the utmost danger 
** to the state, by diminishing the great nursery of 
“ our seamen, and weakening the source of nationa) 
‘* defence.” 

Upon which Mr. Hill said, that in stating the 
result of the interview alluded to, he did not feel 
himself at liberty to relate publicly’ all the conversa- 


tion which had passed, he considered it 4s a private 


| €ommunication, “and therefore had advyerted to it 


with great delicacy, Tor his own part, and he was 
sure that he spoke the sentiments of the meeting, 
he should be the last man in the world to oppose 
any just and equitable tax, but when one was pro- 
posed which tended most seriously not only to the 


} oppression of individuals, but te sap and finally to 


destroy the strength of the empire, he should consi- 
der himself unjustifiable if he were not to use every 
efiort to avert the calamities it would produce hy 
being passed into law, or if so, that it should con- 
tinue. 

It was perfectly true that the affairs of the natian, 
after the enormous expenses that Had been incurred 
in the conflict in which we had been engaged, could 
not go on without large contributions being made 
hy the inhabitants, and which would, in some cases, 
inevitably fall heavily op particular classes of the 
community. Bor ic was equally trde, that it was 
the duty of every minister [0 tise the supplies from. 
sources the least objectionable, ang which would the 
least tend to affect the maritime power of ibe Country. | 
He said he had perused the debates of the House 
on this important subject, whieh the resolution was 
passed, and read,.with every attesition &t merited, the 
rcasogs assigned By its supportets, but expressed asta-, 
nishment that fhose gentlemen who. were 50 rudy. 
to enter into contest with the ministers, and dispute, 
sons poe, Ses BER ee teats dios 
not. think-it worth their whi io a ee thar 
talents On us occasion, 54,19} ora 

ience Of the mecting 
vations on'the reasons given 
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inavspicipus measure. It was first stated, that the 
ship-owners bad carried on a gainful trade during 
the late war, and therefore ought to contribute during 
che peace to the expenses the public had incurred. 
If, said Mr. Hill, the ship-owners did carry on an 
advantageous business during the war, did they 
not, during that period, contribute their quota by 
tlie income tax, &c. and is there any greater reason 
why ship-owners should be marked out as objects of 


tdxation on account of their profits during the war, | 


more than the farmers, compared to whom the pro- 


fits of the ship-owners were nothing, and if there 


was any weight in that argument, the legislature 
might, with the same propriety, tax ploughs, har- 
yows, and other articles of agriculture. —Much stress 
had been laid upon a statement of the exports and 
jmpofts of this country, and the value of merchan- 
<lize exported confounded-with the increase of ship- 
ping, that such was by no means a fair Criterion it 
was easy to demonstrate. He would, for example, 
take the comparative estimate of four years imme- 
diately preceding the war; it appeared, that in the 
years 1789, 1790, and 1791, taking the average of 
those years, that the number of tonnage of British 
ships cleared at the Custom-House, was 1,312,570, 
and of foreign ships 140,686; and the number of 


British ships cleared out in the year 1792 ts 1,396,003, | 


and of foreign ships 169,15), making an increase of 
British shipping of 83,425, or nearly one-fifteenth, 
and an increase of foreign shipping of 28,470, 
or nearly one-fifth. The value of goods exported 
on the average ,of the three former years, is 
£20,955,137, and in the latter vear £24,905,200, 


beins an increase of near one-fifth. If, therefore, | 


the value of exports had increased one fifth, and 
in the same period the number of British ships no 
gynore than one-fifteenth, he must indeed be a bold 
man who would argue that the increase of one is 


z criterion to judge of the increase af the other. It | 


further appeared, that instead :of British shipping 
having increased within that time from the increase 
of exports and imports, that the vessels of foreigners 
had experi¢need almost all the encouragement which 
atad arisen from) that source. ‘She numbers of foreign 
ships had increased one-fifth, whilst British ships, as 
before stated, had only increased one-filteenth.— He 
had token up this calculation at a period antecedent 
t6 the war; it was perfectly needless, he conceived, 
for him to state that there was an jufinitely greater 
proportion of foreign shipping engaged in the expor- 
tation of British merchandize subsequent to that pe. 
riod. Jt was a well known fact that British shipping 
had since the peace fallen in value from 30 to 50 per 
cent. y and that there was every reason to expect a 
greater diminution of the carrying trade. Could it 
be for a moment doubted, that when Surinam, Esse- 

uibeo, Demarara, and all the other possessions of 


the Datch were restored, and the French possessions | 


given up, but that there would be a far greater num 
wer of British shipping unemployed, as our naval 
power during the wat had made this country the 
grand emporium of Europe.—In estimating the state 
of the Continent, we ought to take into our account 
the situation of the neighbouring states, and more 
particularly of those who had been our constatit anid 
hataral rivalg, and may, perhaps, withia no long 
time, as they had heretofore been, be our in. 
peterate enemies. Most justly had it been said, 
that as to capital, national honour, and good faith, 
this country stood unrivalled, and possessed spirit 
capable of surmounting every djfficulty. To what 
cid we owe those national ciiaracteristics of which 
no man was prouder than higsc!{?— to the excellence 
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(8 
| of our constitution—the due administrarien 
| laws—to that principle of justice, that sebusie ~ 
| persons and property which pervaded every aa 
| the empire. But capital, like watey, would = 
| find its level; if the frenzy of revolution showl4 whe 
side, and résolve itself into a new system of pores, 
| mént, by’ givine security to persons and 
what assurance have we that British capita! wll noe 
| float there? To our navigation, to those scien 
Who were seady trained to meet the enem: and ' 
| break his force at the first onset, to the wise « seal 
| of fermer policy, that pursued one uniform cc: - 
of encouraging instead of depressing British ghipoi 


Lover. 


propery, 


ppr 
| —-it was to this policy we principally owed aij og 
| splendid victories, our national wealth and chasacuer, 
| —-Can the achievements of British seamen be ® 
| soon forgotten ?—They must long be remembered 
| at Campetdown—at Brest—at Cape St. Vincent - | 
| Cadiz—at Gibraltar—and even the distant banks of 
| the Nile. The very pyramids of Egypt had revere 
rated with. the sound of British thuvder.—I: tng 
| been said that the French, in a late important exp 
| ditiot!, were obliged to employ men of war to cam 

troops for want of mefchant ships. By what means 

were they reduced to that situation? It cannot be 
| forgotten that it was owing to the valour of Bntis 
| seamen which compelled the united fleets of France, 
| Spain and Holland to hide their diminished heads ix 
| their harbours, which at the same time destrovel 
their commerce, and blocked up their ports and ther 
merchant ships from the Elbe to the Gulf of Lyon 
where they had rotted. And shall these men, whos 
services mzy be so soon wanted again be, from ty 
| want ofemployment in British shipping driven to sé 
| itin foreizn ports? Dr. Adam Smith, whom he si 
| he might with propriety stile the philosopher 01 Com 
| merce, justly estimated the vaiue of our navigate 
| laws. He says, that ‘¢ all our greatness ts owmng ® 
| “ the navigation acts being kept strictly im force 
It was a most singular circamstance that those pave 
tion laws should be framed under the despotism ot 
tyrant and usurper, and thata contrary system 0! pe 
licy should be adopted in the reign of a patiot as 
paternal king, and by an enlightened and a 
minister. Mr. Hill, observing some persons a 
notes, earhestly requested thet what he hac % 
might not be construed into a want of respect ( r 
government; it was one of the greatest blessings 
under it, that every individual who was ise 
| had his complaints attended to. Ministers wen oot 
| men, and theugh of superior talents, pe 
| know all things by intuition. He conceive M ‘e 
| the duty of every good subject to give them the” 
information, They were oiten deceived | 
projectors, and it was the duty of practica: 
endeavour to set them right. The s hip-owae ef 
the consolation to think, that whist ony 
for their owa privileges, they were CHSE™” 
subject which it was the interest of the et ys 
dom to support. The tax was suid to be only ep 
mental, but he could not conceive how —_ - 
could be adopted by, wise and consider r 
The experiment would be most impolite; ee 
should ever be unable to beat the fiects ont 
mies, as ve had hitherto done, at the first ©° 5 to th 
ment of a war, it would not only be nye a 
country, but to Europe. Really the as the he 
minded him forcibly of the old fable, WD0S ni 
was prevailed upon to shorten his claws woe cele 
i teeth, in order that his means of merge 

might be more equal with those | 
Upen the whole; he deeply lamented tt yi om 


| 
| 
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Station of op had failed to induce the Chancellor of t eS > 
Mat Security ' alter his opinion. He condemn 
urity Ruct to atter 2 
d every pan gf s impolitic and pnyust, and denied thac — 
1d abe aid to 
Would slays ment had been urged which could be s 
On should gu. ¢ its expediency. 


H.R. Curling said he did not think it Would be 
dificult to convince thé Chancellor of the Ex- 
uer that the profits of ship-owners, instead of 
asing, Were very considerably diminished., A 
sd of his, opposite to him, had a, ship of the 
sc of { 6,000, now in the West-India trade, and 
hed no hesitation in saying that she would not 
the least profit. At thé last place he Had: hime 
six barques'in the Jamaica trade, and though he 
and character, A cerived profit from them during the was, yet 
seamen be » mediately peace Was made he suffered great loss. 

remember My. Hill stated that the present state of the ship- 
It. Vincent ag g interest had been admitted, but at the same 
istant banks of ¢ it was said that it was only momentary, and that 
4 very short time the trade of the country would 


tem of 0vetp. 
and prove 
capital w ‘Ine 
those ScaMey 
€DeTOv and 
he Wise sy tem 
form condyg 
british shiy ping 
y OWed ali og 


Xt had rever 

der. I iad into its channel, and of course increase. 

Nportant expe jr. Kennion asked whether it had been stated at 
war {0 cany interview, that if the tax took place, in all proda- 
y What mean ty British capital would be vestéd int fércign bet- 
> It cannot be ms? 


lour of British 
ets Of France, 
shed heads iz 
ime destroved 
ports and ther 


it was stated that the tax was only experimental, 
i been observed that such e¢xpérment might 

> probably tarn ont fatal to Great: Britain ; 

nce, Spain and Hollarid being in want of mérohart 


malf of Lyons ips, they would purchase thém_here,, and if the 
se Men, whose men could not find employment in the carrying 
be, from the de of this couatry, they would of course go else- 


ere for it, thé effect of Which was tdo apparent. 
was then said, that maty British mierchants were 
w collusiVely engaged in foreign .bottoms, because 
the power to navigate such ships cheaper than the 
sn owners. " , 
Mr. Mill said, the advoéates for the fax accounted 
the future prosperity of British shipping, frotti 
¢ more favourable situation thé country was said té 
left in by the present them by any former peace. 
t when the extent of coast was considered which 
as under the dominion of France, her influence 


driven to seg 


whom he std 


those ravige 
espotism of 8 
system Of pe 


5 | 
’ etritt af 
4a padi Gus 


1 mprente 
ni epemier ls 
ersons tubing cr the other power$ Of Earoépe, amongst whom we 
he had sad d scireefy a friendly port, except erhaps itt Portu- 
espect to the ', which was. too weuk to be am efficient ally, this 


ryen seemed anfortunate; thie first battle which 
ight tale place in any future war with France would 
ecw the momentous consequericés of increasing the 
mber of foreign bottoms, He had always objected 
the principle of the tax, and ‘had been against any 
liftestion of it. If the principle was not totall¥ 
lied, government might, on some occasion, con- 
“t it as admitted, and ground future measures 
pon such admissiOn: aid it Had been Mistakenly 
clared, that the convey act- had pasted witifour 
a principle of it being objected ® aid comiemned: 
‘the teasah why ne decided appasition was made 


est blessings 
as oppressed 
ters were bat 
, could nt. 
ived it to be 
nem the bes 
by vis:onaly 
‘tical meg @ 
owners bad 
sey struggied 
aged on 4 
whole kist- 


only ope "was, that a noble lord, now high jn office, had 
uch an es Pressly declared, that it was not to be considered 


Jerate mc 


4 tax or money bill, b re to 
cies if" ; y » Out a temporary measu 


ble the Admirdity to protect more effectually the 





of out Pping of this country, by establishing ‘more fre- 
comment “cit conveye.; and the then sec of the trea- 
ryous to ts y ed it wasa war las, and ‘would Cease with 
nexsare I He confessed he never liked the principle, and 
exe the let ° rm it might with as tuch propriety be sxid, 
1d loose fil = if Scotland was. invaded, they should be called 
ind defend a ee for the charges of the army sent’ to 
is beep j them. There was. ho, protection offered by 
+ o Pavey act but what every part of the United, 


Sloth participated m8. ‘The ‘convoy act a8 Ih 





Mr. Akenhead said it had been so represented, and 4 
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der of the day was. then rend, 


F562 


tuled, ** An Act for the Encouragement of British 


Shipping:” the very title of-it is an answer to thode ’ 


who wished to make it a precedent for the présene 
tax On the tonnage of shipping. 

Mr. Robinson then moved a resolution, which was 
sevonded and agreed to, ** That the committee 
should be instructed to take sach measares as’ nffight 
apptar advisable to obtain in respect of (he intetided 
tax on the tonnage of shipping, if the same passéd 
imto a law.” Various resolutions, which had bees 
received from several of the ont-ports, were then 
read, and they were all expressive of the dangerous 
tendency of the intended duty. 

Mr. Akenkead said, he wished it might not be stip. 
posed that the opposition to the tax, in the Heuse of 
Commons, was weak; for, on the contrary, it wap 
very strong, and the objections extremely well urged, 

Mr. Tudlock asked, if any observations were made 
at the interview, relating to {he restri¢ting the impor 
tation of British goods and mercliandize into Franee: 

The Chairman. said, that that subject had bes 
mieritionéd in the conversation, and also the ate of 
the American, French, and other foreign ships, an 
it Was Stiggested’ that the legishuture should, nrdet 
the existing circdmstances of ‘the tintes, cathe? ents 
courage than depress British shippiug, whioh «hey 
would by persisting in this tax. He begged. leave 
again to observe, that the Chanelor of the Exches 
quer had heard all their observations and arguments 
with great candour and atterition. 

Aiter this, a conversation ot considerable length 
took place on the.present state ef the carrying: trade 
of Great-Britain, adverting to the gigantic strides 


which France was openly and boldly making towards — 


rivalling ag in that respect on our native element, and 
of the preference she was avowedly holding out to all 
Other foreigm ships, to the total exelusion of British 
ships. It was then recommended to the ship owners 
in London, wnd.at the out-port’, to co-operate more 
strongly, aid te appoint a committee to superintend 
ali such measutes which might be broughe fosWard 
respecting the shipping interest ef Great-Britain ; aad 
a resolution to that effect being prepared by Mr. Ro- 
binson, it was proposed and unanimously agreed to. 
Mr: Tullock said, he knew that at that nidntent 


; foreign ships were permitted to nuload their cargoes 


under orders of Counsel, much vo the detriment of 
British ships. 

It was then stated, that.the Dutch property act res 
midined iff force for upwards of two years longer. 

Mr. Fullock said, the Datch property act was ® 
total sobversion of the navigation laws. 

Mr. Bill shady he coincided most heartily in the Inés 
motion ; nO one could doubt the importance of th 
Wavigation acts, nor be imsensible of the effects shes 
Had produced. 

Several other resolutions were afterwards proposed, 
and the mecting dien adjourned. 








PROCEEDINGS 1x PARLIAMENT. 


On Thursday (May 6) nothing of impor 

tance occurred in the House of Lords; ‘ 
The next day (May 7) Lord Minto gave 
notice that, on Monday, he should move for 
some papers, Which were necetiary for the 
discussion of the definitive treaty. Ore 
ich being 
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inausp e nat t 
ship-owners had carried on a gainful trade during 
the late war, ‘and therefore ought to contribute during 
the peace to the expenses the public had incurred. 
1f, said Mr. Hill, the ship-owners did carry on an 


advantageous business during the war, did they | 


not, during that period, contribute their quota by 
the income tax, &c. and is there any greater reason 
why ship-owners should be marked out as objects of 


taxation on account of their profits during the war, | 


miore than the farmers, compared to whom the pro- 
fits of the ship-owners were nothing, and if there 
was any weight in that argument, the legislature 
might, with the same propriety, tax ploughs, har- 
yows, and other articles of ugriculture.—Much stress 
had been laid upon a statement of the exports and 
jmpofts of this country, and the value of merchan- 
<lize exported confounded-with the increase of ship- 
ping, that such was by no means a fair criterion it 
was easy to demonstrate. He would, for example, 
take the comparative estimate of four years imme- 
diately preceding the war; it appeared, that in the 
years 1789, 1790, and 1791, taking the average of 
those years, that the number of tonnage of British 
ships cleared at the Custom-House, was 1,312,570, 
and of foreign ships 140,686; and the number of 
British ships cleared out in the year 1792 is 1,396,003, 
and of foreign ships 169,15), making an increase of 
British shipping of 83,425, or nearly one-fifteenth, 
and an increase of foreign shipping of 28,470, 
or nearly one-fifth. The value of goods exported 
on the average ,of the three former years,’ is 
“20,955,137, and in the latter year £24,905,200, 
cing an increase of near one-fifth. If, therefore, 
the value of exports had increased one fifth, and 
in the same period the number of British ships no 
ynore than one-fifteenth, he must indeed be a bold 
man who would argue that the increase of one is 
a criterion to judge of the increase af the other. It 
further appeared, that instead: of British shipping 
having increased within that time trom the increase 
of exports and imports, that the vessels of foreigners 
had experiéneed aimost all the encouragement which 
stad arisen from that source. ‘The numbers of foreign 
ships had increased one-fifth, whilst British ships, as 
before stated, had only increased one-filteenth._— He 
had taken up this calculation at a period antecedent 
to the war; it was perfectly needless, he conceived, 
for him to state that there was an jufinitely greater 
proportion of foreign shipping engaged in the expor- 
tation of British merchandize subsequent to that pe. 
riod, It was a well known fact that British shipping 
had since the peace fallen in value from 30 to 50 per 
cent. sand that there was every reason to expect a 
greater diminution of the carrying trade. Conld it 
befor a moment doubted, that when Surinam, ‘Esse- 
quibo, Demarara, and all the other possessions of 
the Dutch were restored, and the French possessions 
given up, but that there would be a far greater num) 
wer of British shipping unemployed, as our naval 
power during the wat had made this country the 
grand emporium of Europe.—In estimating the state 
of the Continent, we ought to take into our account 
the situation of the neighboaring states, and more 
particularly of those who had been our constant and 
natural rivals, and may, perhaps, within no long 
weerate enemies. Most justly had it been said, 
that as to capital, national honour, and good faith, 
this country stood unrivalled, gud possessed spirit 


* 


| time, as they had heretofore been, be our in. 


gapable of surmounting every difficulty. To what 


Gid we owWé those national citaracteristics of which 
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| men,” and ‘theugh of superior talents, cou 


’ might be more equal with 
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: : Nistratio 
laws—to that principle of juttice, > yeh 7 
persons and property which pervaded every oe : 
the empire. But capital, like water, wouig me 
find its level; if the frenzy of revolution should ie 
side, and résolvé itself into a new system of pri 
mént, by’ givins security to persons and mon. 
what‘assurance have:we that British capital wl ny 
float there? To our navigation, to those scttiies 
who were seady ‘trained to meet the enemw ang y 
break his force at the first onset, to the wise stent 
of former policy, that pursued one uniform conigg 
of encouraging instead of depressing British <, ott 
—-it was to this policy we principally owed ali oop 
splendid victories, our national wealth and character 
—Can the. achievements of British seamen be » 
soon forgotten ?—They must long be rememberede 
at Caiapetrdown—at Brest—at Cape St. Vincent - 
Cadiz—at Gibraltar—and even the distant banks of 
the Nile, The very pyramids of Egypt had reverhe 
rated with the sound of British thuvder.—It hag 
been said that the French, in a Jate important expe 
dition, were obliged to employ men of war to cany 
troops for want of merchant ships. By what means 
were they reduced to that situation? It cannot be 
forgotten that it was owing to the valour of British 
seamen which compelled the united fleets of France, 
Spain and Holland to hide their diminished heads i, 
their harbours, which at the same time destrore 
their commerce; and. blocked up their ports and their 
merchant ships from the Elbe to the Guif of Lyony 
where they had rotted. And shall these men, whos 
services muy be so soon wanted again be, from ty 
want of employment in British shipping driven to sé 
itin foreign ports? Dr. Adam-Smith, whom he sf 
he might with propriety stile the philosopher of com 
merce, justly estimated the vaiue of our navigate 
laws. He says, that ‘¢ all our greatness ts owing 
*‘ the navigation acts being kept strictly in force, 
It was a most singular circamstance that those pavige 
tion laws should be framed under the despotism ol 4 
tyrant and usurper, and thata contrary systcm of pe 
licy should be adopted in the reign of a patiot 
paternal king, and by an enlightened and mocerié 
minister. Mr. Hill, observing some perous king 
notes, earhestly requested thet what he had sad 
might not be construed into a want of respect ° ’ 
government; it was one of the greatest blessings 
under it, that every individual who was oppi 


had his complaints attended to. Ministers 
o. ‘ 


property 


know all things by intuition. He conceived it He 
the duty of every good subject to give them the ~ 
information. They were oiten deceived by yell’ 
projectors, and it was the duty of practica al 
endeavour to set them right. The ship-owners " 
the consolation to think, that whilst they neg 
for their own privileges, they wert mae binre 
subject which it was the interest of the whole / 
dom to support. ‘The tax was sid to be omy aye 
mental, but he could not conceive how such 4 mes. 
could be adopted by, wise and considerate £98 
The experiment would be most impoiiic; 
should ever be unable to beat the fiects - reece 
mies, as we had hitherto done, at the first — to this 
ment of a war, it would not only be npr 
country, but to Europe. Really the meh. ig 
minded him: forcibly of the old fable, whe Vig 


was prevailed upon to shorten his claws va Gefen 


teeth, in order that his means of res his oon 
Upon the whole, he —. eS “at al 
omen ert | 
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had failed to induce the Chancellor of the Ex- 
to altet his opinion. He condemned the 

impolitic and ynyust, and denied that any one 
ment had been urged which could be said to 

tise HeENncy. ; 
Bis ope a sid he did not think it Would be 
dificult to convince the Chancel fer of the Ex- 
buer that the profits of ship-owners, instead of 
pasing, were very considerably diminished. A 
Bd of his, opposite to him, had a, ship of the 
ic of £6,000, now in thé West-India trade, and 
dd no hesitation in saying that she would riot 
least profit. 
- b sities in the Jamaica trade, and though he 
derived profic from them during the war, yet 
edtately peace was made he suffered great loss. 
¥,. Hill stated that the présent staté of the ship- 

interest had beer admitted, but at the same 
» it was said that it was only momentary, and titat 
very short time the trade of the country would 
into its channel, and of course increase. 

r, Kennion asked whether it had been stated at 
interview, that if the tax took place, in all proda- 
ity British capital wuld be vestéd in fércign bet- 
a? 
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it was stated that the tax was only experimental, 
ad been observed that such expérimént might 
probably tarn ont fatal to Great: Britain ; 
nce, Spain and Hollarid being in want of mérohartt 
ps, they wodld purchase thém_here,; and if the 
men could not find employment in the carrying 
de of this country, they would of course go else- 
ere for it, thé effect of Which Was tdo apparent. 
was then said, that matiy British nierchants were 
y collusiVely engaged in foreign bottoms, because 
he power to navigate such ships cheaper than the 
sh owners. ’ 
M,. Hill said, the advocates for the fax accounted 
the future prospefity of British shipping, frorti 
fe more favourable situation thé country was said (6 
left in by the present than by any former peace. 
t when the extent of coast was considered which 
under the dominion of France, her influence 
wc the other power$ Of Enrope, amongst witorti we 
d scireely a friendly port, except perhaps it) Portu- 
1, which was. too weuk\ to be an- efficient ally, this 
tuen seemed unfortunate; tHe first battle whrich 
ight take place in any future war with France would 
cw the momentous conséquiericés of increasing the 
hmber of foreign bottoms. He had always objected 
the prittciple of the tax, dnd ‘had been against any 
ddification of it. If the principle was not totally 
ied, government might, on some Occasion, con- 
Ber it as admitted, and ground future measures 
pon such admission: atid it Had been mistakenly 
clared, that the convey act had passed witirout 
principle of it being objected and comiemned; 


ess Is OWMg 
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it. those PAvVIge 
despotism of a 
system of po 
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2 only expe t Was, that a noble lord, new high in office, had. | 
such ani Pressly declated, that it was not to be considered | 





iderate me. 4 taX or money bill, but a temporary measure to 
olitic; if able the Admiralty to protect nous eflectually the 
s of out ene "pping of this country, by establisaing ‘more fre- 
t commence vent convoys; and the then secretary of the trea- 
urjous to | oe lared Kwasa war iit, and would cease with 
measure I » He confessed he never fiked the principle, and 
here the lies nceived it might with as iuch propriety be said, 
and loose bis at if Scotland was: invaded, they should be called 
an defeotd £0 -pay for the charges. of. the army sent’ to 
his eo end them. There was nO protection offered by 


rt the CBee aa voy act but what every part of the United, 
sont participated im, ‘The ‘convoy act was iiti- 







: 


At thé last place he had‘ hime | 


Mr. Akenhead said it had been soe represented, and4 


at the reasa® why: no decided appasition was made |, 
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bee isi orig td et avn 
der of the day was then read, Which being 
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tuled, “* An Act for the Encouragement of Britist 


Shipping:” the very title of i is an answer to thode ” 


who wished to make it a precedent for the présene 


4 tax on the tonnage of shipping. 


Mr. Robinson then moved a resolution, which was 
seconded and agreed to, ‘* That the committee 
should be instructed to tdke sach measares as might 
apptar advisable to obtain in respect of (he interided 
tax on the tonnage of shipping, if the sate passéd 
imto a law.” Various sesoiutions, which had-bees 
received from several of the ont-ports, were then 
read, dud they were all expressive of thre ditipefoud 
tendency of the intended duty. 

Mr, Akenkead said, he wished it might not be supe 
posed that the opposition to the tax, in the Heuse of 
Commons, was weak; for, on the contrary, it wap 
very strotig, and the objections extremely well urged, 

Mr. Tullock asked, if any observations were made 
at the interview, relating to fhe restridting the impor 
tation of British goods and merchiandize into Frames: 

The Chairman said, that that subject had bee 
mieritioned in the conversation, and ‘also the ate of 
the American, French, and other foreign ships, art 
it. was sugested’ that the Iegishiture Should, ander 
the existing circdmstances of ‘the tintes, ¢ather ents 
courage than depress British shipping, which «hey 
would hy persisting in this tax. He bagged. leave 
again td observe, that the Chancellor of the Exches 
quer had heard a}! their observations and arguments 
with great candour and atterition. 

After this, a conversation of considerable lengih 
took place on the.present state ef the carrying, trade 
of Great-Britain, adverting 16 the, gigantic strides 


whith France was openly and boldly making towards _ 


rivalling ug if that respect on our mutive element, and 
of the preference she was uvowedly holding out to all 


/ other foreigm ships, to the total exelusion of British 


Ships. It was then recommended to the ship owners 
in London, ard.at the oui-port’, to co-operate more 
strongly, aid te appoint a committee to superintend 
all such measutes which might be brought fosWard 
respecting the shipping interest of Great-Britain ; aad 
a zesolution to that effect being prepared by Mr. Ro- 
binson, it was proposed and unanimously agreed to. 
Mr: Tullock said, he knew that at that niontent 


» foreign ships were permitted to nuloacd their cargoes 


under orders of Counsel, much w the detriment of 
British ships. 

It was then stated, that the Dutch property aet re~ 
mained! ify force for upwards of two years longer. 

Mr. Tullock said, the Datch property act was ® 
total sobversion of the navigation laws. 

Mr. Hill studs he coincided most heartily in the ase 
inction ; nO one could doubt the imporiance of the 
Wavigation acts, nor be insensible of the effects shes 
had produced. ' 

Several other resolutions Were afterwards proposed, 
and the mecting then adjourned. 








PROCEEDINGS 1x PARLIAMENT. 


On Thursday(May 6) nothing of impor 
fance occurred in the House of Lords, 

The next day (May 7) Lord Minto gave 
notice that, on Monday, he should move for 
some papers, Which were tiecetiary for the 
discussion! of ; 
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done, Lord Spencer rose to call the attention 
of their lordships to the subject of. the 
Island of Malta, After expatiating at con- 
siderable length on the importance of that 
island, and the evil consequences which 
might result from its falling into the hands 
of the French, he concluded by moving 
. for an account of the territorial revenues 
and commercial duties of Malta, from its 
surrender to England to-the present time. 
Some observations were made by Lord Ho- 
bart on the speech of the noble mover. 
The motion was supported by Lords Car- 
liste, Grenville, and Holland; the latter of 
whom declared that it was with pain he 
heard it proved, by the two other noble 
Jords, that Malta was, in a great measure, 
surrendered to France: that we had also 
not a single port left us in the Mediterra- 
nean was to him a subject of great regret. 
The question was then put and carried. 

On Monday (May 10) Lord Holland 
brought forward a motion for copies of the 
correspondence between his Majesty’s mi- 
nisters and the court of Lisbon, relative to 


the treaty of 1797, between France and | 


Portugal, and also for copies of correspon- 
dence which took place between the same 
in 1900 and 1801. The motion was oppos- 
ed by Lords Pelham and Grenville, and by 
the Marguis of Sligo; and, on the question 
being put, was negatived without a divi- 
sion. Lord Minto then brought forward his 
Motion for the production of papers rela- 
tive to the formation of the Italian Repub- 
lic, and the cession of the Island of Elba. 
It was prefaced by a speech of some length, 
in. which his lordship stated, from personal 
kaowledge, what was the effect produced 
on the minds of our friends on the Conti- 


nent, by the peace we had procured... So |. 


disgraceful, he said, were the terms consi- 
dered, that when the preliminaries arrived 
at Vienna they were believed by every one 
to be the fabrication of France. His lord- 
’ ship next adverted to the establishment of 
the Italian Republic, and the consequences” 
that must result from it to the system of 
Burope ; and then,. touching upon the ces- 
sion of Elba, concluded by moving an ad- 
dress to his Majesty for such official docu- 
ments as related to these transactions. The 
motion was opposed by Lord Pelham, an the 
ground that no such documents were in. 
possession of, | pa ay The formation 
of thie Italian Republic had, he allowed, ex- 

ted. a great degree of alarm in ministers, | 


.. but it- had been Te pe perodent and im. | 


opt Regotiation on that. 
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account. ‘The motions were thep negative 
,Without a division. The consideration oft 
definitive treaty was postponed till Thurs 

Nothing of importance came before 
House on Tuesday (May 11), 
nesday (May 12). 

The first matter, and indeed the only 
one of importance, that came before {\s 
House of Commons on Thursday (May i) 
was the motion of Lord Temple, for ceriaig 
papers relative to the Island of Malta, 
a speech of considerable length, his lordship 
stated, as reasons for the production of thee 
papers, the charge which had been made jg 
the formation and:constitution of the order; 
the loss of the revenues antiently belonging 
to the knights; the imperfect guarantee 
which was obtained for the neutrality of the 
island; and the intrigues which were, and 
would be carried on by France to obtain 
‘possession of an object of such importance 
as Malta. His lordship then proceeded to 
Consider the usurpation of the ltalian Re- 
public, and the cession of Elba; on both 
which subjects he dwelt with great force 
of argument.. The conduct of this country, 
with regard to objects of such importance, 


‘te 
day, 

the 
or on Wed. 


had not, he contended, been what it owed 


to its power, its interests, and its honour, 
In contrast to our present conduct he op- 
posed that of the nation at a period of dil- 
ficulty, distress, and disaffection. In sup- 
port of. his observations, his Jordship read 
the following passage from the report o! the 
ministers to King William the Third, in the 
year. 1698, with Mr. Burke’s statement ot 
the conduct pursued by that sovereign b0- 
der such painful circumstances. 
So far as relates.to England, it wou 
be want of duty not to give your Majesty, 
this clear account, that there is a dead- 
ness and want of «spirit in the pation 
universally, so as) not to be at enw 
posed to enter into” a mew war. /°° 
they seem to be .tired oot with taxes (0 
a degree beyond what was discerne’s W 
it appeared at the last elections. 1 a 
the trath of the fact on’ which your 
jesty will determine ‘what resolute 
* ought to be taken.” iia take 
His Majesty did determine, and ae 
and pursue his resolution. «fo all-the . 
“* tering imbecility of a new gerne ; 
“ and with Parliament totally mpmsns 
able; he did persevere. He ee hin 
to expelthe. fears of his peop'® Y hig 
fortitude, to steady. their fickleness © oa 
constancy, to expand their narrow 
d wisdom, (0. 
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lid know this, t ey might produce it on 
he table in some form, even were it as a 
mated book. To this no ‘satisfactory an- 
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beir factions temper in his public spirit. 
n spite of his people he resolved to make 
hem great and glorious, to make Eng- 
and inclined to shrink into her narrow 
elf, the arbitress of Europe, the tutelary 
sngel of the human race. In spite of. 
he ministers who staggered under. the 
veight that his mind imposed upon theirs, 


the popular spirit, he infused into them 
his own soul, he renewed in them their 
ancient heart, he rallied them in the 
same cause.” His lordship concluded by 
pving for an account of the revenues and 
ties of Malta; a copy of the laws and or- 
ances of that island, which are referred 
inthe 10th article of the present treaty ; 
dfora copy of the treaty of Luneville. 
e first motion was agreed-to; but the 
ond and third gave rise to much debate. 
was objected by ministers, and by Mr. 
it and Mr. T. Jones in support of them, 
at these motions were unfair, and that 
ty were meant to prejudice the public 
ind, "The treaty of Luneville was suffici- 
ily known for my public purpose, and 
ere was No reason to suppose it officially 
the hands of government. ‘The motion 
as supported by Afr. WVindbam, Sir W. 
ung, and'Mr. T. Grenville, as being per- 
(ly consistent with fairness and pro- 
iety. It was, however, negatived. On the 
ird head, the constitution of Malta; it was 
ated by ministers. that, though known his- 
rically, it was not in possession of govern- 
ent as dh official document.’ “By the sup- 
ters of the motion it was urged, that the 
overoment, having pledged itself to sup- 
ort that constitution, ought, at least, to 
tow where it might be referred to: if they 
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home, the liberties of the subject had been 
destroyed ; and the strength of the country 
reduced. Every mode of corruption had 
also been employed. The hon. gentleman 
concluded by moving an address of thanks 
to his Majesty for having removed the Right 
Hon. W. Pitt from his councils. He was 
followed by Lord Belgrave, who entered 
into a very warm. penegyric of the late 
minister,: and in conclusion moved that the 
House should pass a vote expressive of their 
approbation of those measures which the 
hon. gentleman. held forth as the objects of 
censure, _ This motion was seconded by 
Mr. 8. Thornton, and gave rise to a long 
debate. It was first resisted on the point 
of order, but this being overruled, «the de- 
bate was resumed. Sir H. Mildmay then 
moved, as an amendment, that the thanks 
of the House should be given to the Right 
Hon. W. Pitt for his pre-eminent services. 
These motions were attacked, in a long and 
animated speech by Mr. Erskine, who des- 
canted upon the conduct of the late mi- 
nisters in terms of strong indignation. ‘The 
same side of the question was also taken 
by Mr. Grey and Mr. Fox. The defence of 
the late ministers was undertaken by Afr. 
Wriiberforce, Sir Robert Peele, Mr. Cartwright, 
Lord Hawkesbury, Sir H. Mildmay, and 
other members. In contradiction to what 
had fallen from the other side of the House, 
it was contended that the country owed 
the preservation of its laws and religion, 
and the king that of his crown, to the mea- 
sures of the late Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer; that his conduct had displayed the 
highest integrity and political wisdom, and 
that he had been in every sense the bene- 
factor of his country. ‘The debate was con- 
tinued till a late hour, when the original 





wer was given. ‘The question was then 


Pat and negatived. 


The next’ day (Friday, May 7) Mr. Ni- 
bolls brought forward his promised motion 
tlative to the late Chancellor of the Exche- 


uver. " ‘Tracing the measures of the ‘late 


'nisters, from the commencement of the 
", to the time of his leaving office, the 
»: gentleman contended that they were 
ll equally censurable. ‘The war had been 
: ae to protect Holland, and deliver 
ana Countries: those objects were not 
esd A peace, the necessary. conse- 
? eh such -a war, was now coriclud- 
~ Which, though it shonld have his sup- 

» placed France in a situation which 





d'not be viewed without alarm. At. 


|‘motion was put and negatived by 224 
| against 52, The two amendments were 
| then withdrawn, and formed into separate 
motions which were catried by the same 
majority. Two amendments to these were 
moved: the one by Mr. Fox, the other by 
Mr. Grey. It was proposed by Mr. Fox to 
include the names of Mr. Dundas, Mr, 
Windham, Lord Spencer, and Lord Roslin, 
With this Mr. Wilberforce concurred, It 
was, however,’ negatived. The motion of 
Mr. Grey was to add'to that of Sir H. Mild. 
may the words “by which means. the pre- 
‘¢ sent administration were enabled to cone 
« clade a safes; honourable, and_ glorious 
« peace!" This also was negatived. The 
House did not rise till half past six in the 
morning. 
The House was principally occupied on 
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Monday (May 10) with the ordinary basi- 
ness of the day.. Several sums were voted 
in a committee of supply, which gave rise 
to many observations from Mr. Robson. The 
motion of Dr. Laurence was postponed till 
the fext day. 

- ‘On Tuesday (May 11) Lord Hawkesbury 
moved that the definitive treaty should be 
taken into consideration on Thursday in- 
stead of Wednesday, for which day the or- 
der originally stood. It was contended on 
this motion, by several members, that, as 
several of the papers to be moved for, could 
not be laid on the table in time to assist 
the discussion of the treaty, some further 
delay should be allowed. Monday ‘was, 
therefore, proposed to be named instead of 
Thursday. This proposition was supported 
by Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Dent, and other mem- 


bers; but was resisted by ministers, who | 
declared that it was of publi€. consequence ' 


that the diseussion should take place..as 
early as possible. The day. moved | by 
Lord Hawkesbury. was adopted, after. a 
division on the amendment. General, Gas- 
éayne then rose to move for several papers 
relative to our West-India pessessions. The 
hon. gentleman went at considerable length 
into the subject. By the non-renewal of 
treaties, he urged that we were precluded 
frem that trade on the, coasts of Honduras 
and of Senegal, which. was indispensably 
necessary for our manufactures. In con- 


sequence of that non-renewal, prohibi-- 


tions upon our -tradé to those parts had 
already taken place. Hethen adverted to 
that article of the treaty by which British 
subjects were empowered to withdraw them- 
selves from the islands and possessions. re- 
stored to the enemy. This article he de- 
monstrated to be ineffectual, Ten, millions 
aod a ‘half of British capital was invested 
in -thesé possessions, which, by this treaty, 
we were without the means of withdraw- 
ing from them: By this capital the value 
of the French al Dutch possessions had 
been ‘trebled, and. it must, still remain 
there; ‘as;rcontrary to all usage, no sti- 
putation had been sik for bringing it 
‘ away, though innumerable memorials had 

Q presented to ministers on the subject, 
Jong previous to the signing of the definitive 

ope He, Ssoukees show move id a 
copy of an explanation which might have 
taken place between the two governments 
ty t. This motion was opposed 
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tries. No, the quarrel would ¢ 


to have .been. renewed, 





wath and illustrative of 


{56s 
but that it was necessary in negotiation 
consider the whole, and on that sround ¥ 
might sometimes be necessary to conce $ 
part; that, however, it might be proper | 
consider British subjects, those whe i 
vested property in conquered colonies aa 
net entitled toso high a degree of consid. 
ation as should be shown to Others, : 
they vested their property under all risk 
He, therefore, opposed the motion, which 
was negatived. A second and third motiog, 
for an account of dying woods, gums and 
mahogany imported into Great-Britain, wy 
carried, The last, which was for an account 
ef prohibitions imposed on British com. 
merce since signimg the preliminaries, was 
negatived. 

The next, day (Wednesday May 12) the 
motion of Dr. Laurence, which at the re 
quest of Lord Hawkesbury had been post 
poned to this day, was brought forward. It 
was opened by the learned doctor in a 
epeece of great Jength and argument. Ia 
this speech, admitting to the fullest extent 
our right of sovereignty in India as against 
foreign powers, though waving the question 
of its acquirement, he traced and illustrated 
the claims of foreign powers, and the maouet 
in which they bad been advanced. France, 
it was already. demonstrated, had never 


dea 


SING 


‘ceased to assert rights injurious even to our: 


existence ‘there... ‘The claims of France had 
indeed been set at rest by,treaties, but thot 
treaties were abrogated. Every thing was 
therefore left loose on its original ground, 
and France might at any moment put te 
question to the decision of the sword. The 
same was to be observed with respect 40 0uF 
free navigation of the Eastern Seas; 4 
point which has long been disputed by ® 
Dutch, and which was at last settled oy4 
treaty now, like all others, done away. On 
this point, it was to be observed, that bj 
the treaty of alliance between France oF 
Holland, if we contended with one powe 
we must contend with both. The question ® 
combat, therefore, could not be with ig 
land, but with France and Holland, 28° © 
was vain to expect that any questio® wi: 
kind would be settled by Indian am’ 


or on the shores of India by the (we ot 
ome (0 


4 Rai sc Gt 
issue nearer home. . To prevent the § 


fects, the various treaties, whic! er 
down the French influence ip India, . 
After going W 

reat icuity into every part of Ms" 
ay ji Poi saliaeae concluded, >y ite 


ected 
ing various paper Se gabiect 
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t before the House. The | of the customs, not only to preyent the im- 


had brongh 
option was Oppose 
' Dundas, and Lore 


d by Mr. T. Jones, Mr. 

1 Hawkesbury. By the 

o latter gentlemen it, was contended that 

sovereignty of India was allowed to be- 

17 to Great-Britain ; that any thing grant- 

to the French, in..those treaties, was 

rely a matter of favour ; and that, there- 

re, France could set up no claims agaiust 

. or if she did, which was not to be .ex- 

cted, we wight justly repel them by force 

arms, With respect to the obstruction, 

the Duteh, of our navigation to China, | 
rough the straits of Molacca, 
ated asa mere bagatelle, as a matter not 
thy of argument, though, at the ‘same 
me, it was allowed, that from one to two 
budred sail of British vessels yearly passed 
Some of the papers 
oved for, it was said, by Lord Hawkesbury, 
re not proper to be given ; some would 
other times have been indifferent ; but 
ought now to. be refused, because -there 
as no ground for an enquiry into the ques- 
n brought forward -by the hon. mover. 
D this it was answered by Lord Temple, 
r. 1. Grenville, and Dr. Laurence, that no 
tempt had been made ‘by the. hon. mover, 
his friends, to deny the sovereignty of 
$s country, but merely a-wish expressed 
at measures might be. taken to prevent 
lat sovereignty from being debated by our 
als at the point of the sword, after we 
d given up the security which we at pre- 
nt held by our possession of the Cape,and 
With respect to there being a 
ound of enquiry, it -was said, that it 
ould be morse decent for ministers to 
ave that to the House, than to pass judg- 
What ill effect could re- 
* from the production of »these papers ? 
ucy disclosed no state secrets, “but merely 
ent to give the House the necessary in- 
mation. The questions were then put, 
id Wegatived without.a division. 


rough those str&ts. 


lent themselves, 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


A-report having been cir- 
rtation of Eng 
the English ma- 
elf Ware, would 
ent, ‘the, minister 


Pari, May 6.— 
lated “that the 
herchandize, partic 
ulactire of China and 
> permitied by.governm 


the -imerior shas formally ¢ontradicted 
port, by Stating that the law of Oc- 
which prohibits the importation 
. Manufactures, sig .still in..force. 
shavebean given to ithe officers 








portation of such merchandize, but to dis- 
cover whether any has ‘been imported, in 
order that the law~ which orders it to be 
seized may Carri¢d,anto execution. 

The merchants of Pondicherry, and the 
Isles of France and of Réunion,.at Paris, 
have presented to government a memorial 
against all exclustve privilege, and claiming, 
in the name of those three. factories, the in- 
definite freedom of commerce. 

We are assured that government is oc- 
cupied in the examination of the great 
question so long dispyted, Whether priv- 
leged companies are usefyl or prejudicial 
to the mother country ? 


, 
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DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES, 

The Duke of Cambridge is preparing ‘for 
his journey to Hanover. Previous notice 
has been sent to the Lords of ‘the Regency, 
to make suitable preparations for Bis Royal 
Highness’s reedjition, it being expettéd 
that in future he will make that ‘Blectorate 
his chief residence. 

‘On Monday, atter a contest of five day. 
Sir Henry Peyton was elected member for 
the county of Cambridge. The numbers 
were, 

For Sir H. Peyton - - + = 3g2.. 

' Lerd Ch, Somerset Manners 1,500 





Majority + 92° 

A subscription is opened at Lloyd’s 
Coffee-house for raising asum .of money 
for the purpose of “ erecting’ a statue of 
“the Rt. Hon. Wa. Pitt, Jate First Lord 
‘“‘ of the Treasury, and Chancellor .of the 
* Exchequer, for the distinguished and va- 
‘‘ lnable services which he-has renderedte 
“ his country, during the course of his abje 
‘and upright admnistration.” About a 
thousand pounds have been subscribed Jin 
the course of eight days. It appears:algo, 
from an advertisement.in the news-papess, 
that Mr. Pitt’s birth-day is to be comme- 
morated, on.the .28tb instant, at the Lop- 
don Tavern, in the,same.manner as. that.of 
Mr. Fox has been for many y.cars,past. 

Qn Thursday: Jast the, mayor. and, sheriffs 
of Londen presented to His Majesty an 
address on -the conclusion of Peace, 

At a-meeting .ef the county of Berks, 
held at Reading, .on;the Gth instant, an 
address was voted itu Mis Majesty-on ‘the - 
conclusion .of the »Delinitive Dreaty.. - * 
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swer to the Letter of the Sheriffs of London, 


respecting their non-attendance at the Man- 


sion- House on Easter Monday. 


(Copy.) 
 Carlion-Heuse, April 21, 1802. 
*€ Gentlemen, 

** T am commanded by the Prince of 
Wales to say, it is matter of unfeigned con- 
cern to his Royal Highness to find his not 
having had the pleasure of meeting you in 
the City on Monday last, was owing to any 
misconception between you and the ‘Lord 
Mayor ; for his Royal Highness must lament, 
that a shadow of dissatisfaction to any one, 
should arise out of a day which will always 
stand most gratefully distinguished in_ his 
recollection. I am directed to add, that his 
Rowal Highness’s regret cannot but be the 
more lively, when the circumstance refers 

. to persons so promivent in official station, 
_and in private character, as you are. 
‘© His Royal Highness is convinced that 
_ whilst you accept the expression of his con- 
cern, as applying to you individually, and 
whilst you give credit for perfect sensibility 
to your obliging declarations of attachment, 
“you will feel the propriety of his abstaining 
_ from any allusion to the question of claims, 
on which he cannot hold himself at all en- 
titled to judge. 


“« T am, Gentlemen, your most obedient | 


humble servant, 
, “© Thomas Tyrwhitt.” 


Cony ‘of @ Letter from Evan. Nepean, .Esq. 
ereiary to the Admiralty, to the €om- 


_& manders in Chief at the Ports of Portsmouth, 


Plymouth, Sheerness, and Chatham, dated 
the 26th of April, 1802. 
Bro Sir, 
~» -T anr-commanded by the Lords Com- 
‘eMMissioners of the Admiralty to signify their 
‘direction to you to acquaint the Captains 
‘and Commanders of his,Majesty’s ships and 


vessels which may be ordered to be paid off | 


+ at Portsmouth, that, in order to give em- 
‘4ptnyment to many Master’s-Mates and Mid- 
‘shipmen as possible, their Lordships have 
increased the number of Petty Officers to 
‘be borne on board the ships and vessels in- 
~tended to be employed in time of peace ; 
and that such of the Master's-Mates and 
J pmen who have passed for Lieute- 
Pants, or who may have already served their 
, time to qualify themselves to’ pags, and are 
desirous.of employment without being able 
to obtain “it, should make known their 


Wishes to me, the Jaiter stating the times 


‘ 
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His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales's an- | of their service, 


} 


} 
' 


a" 


“ie 
and transmitting the cen, 
ficates of, the Captains or Commander 
with whom they have Jast served, of 
behaviour during such service, 

“ Tan, Sir, &c. 
*€ Evan Nepean.” 


they 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICs, 


The parliamentary discussion of the De 
finitive Treaty has occupied another wed 
of the public attention, which seen ¢ 


have been constantly turned towards thy 
important object, On Thursday night, 
Lord Grenville, at the close of a speech a 
three hours and three quarters, moved an 
address to His Majesty in the followiig: 
words: 


** That an humble address be presented to Ilis 
Majesty, to assure His Majesiy that we have take 
into our most serious consideration the Dehnitie 
Treaty of Peace, which His Majesty has been gn 
ciously pleased to communicate to this’! louse. 

_© That we acknowledge with all humility and 
submission His Majesty’s undoubted prerogative of 
making peace and war: and that we shall consie 
it. to be our first duty, as far as may depend on us, 
to maintain inviolate the public faith, a "t's 
pledged by this Treaty, and to assist Ilis Majesty 
in performing with uprightess and punctuality, (a 
engagements into which His Majesty has ccn «> 
vised to enter. i 

«© But that we cannot conceal the pain!u: appr 
hensions, with which we consider the resu't 0! "tie 
engagements; nor can we forbear to offer yin: 
Majesty our hamble and dutiful advice, for is ai 
tion of such measures, as can alone, In ou! ope . 
udder the blessing of Providence, avert from 
the dangers with which we are now a nie 

‘« That it is impossible for us to have see? rs ‘old 
the utmost anxiety and alarm, all the uncsanp® 
circumstances which have attended the a oad 
sion of the present peace: the extensive anc 0 
tant sacrifices, which, without any Neal 
concession, this Treaty has added to thos “lea: te 
made, on our part, by the preliminary pryete 
unlooked-for and immense, accessions hs fai 
influence, and power, which it has tact!) Ke ‘ae int 
to France; the numerous subjects of = fe enti 
rest and unavoidable dispute, which It nosh net aad 
ly unadjusted: and above all, those con of whidh 
systematic projects of aggrandisements 0 unl 
in the very moment of peace, we a ce, 
pily such undeniable and convincing ¢¥! ay? pri 
_ *¢ That by relinquishing so many sour i 
perity in Peace, and so many bulwarks of °°" 
war, and by renouncing at the same SI)" 
tage and security always hitherto deriv 
accustomed’ renewal of former treaties, 
~Government has imposed on itself a grea of incre®* 
than has ever before existed, for pee cote 
precaution, and for determinations of U" ‘si 
stancy, =n te nat 
it That we therefore rely on His Males nt 
wisdom for a watchful and unremitted se", 
the situation and future conduct of the - peor” 
whom we have negotiated, And we 
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he ena more especially to assure His Majesty of our 
DE cert}. y and firm support in that determination 
Mander sh we trust His. Majesty will henceforward stea- 


OF thei pursue, of resisting. every. fresh encroachment 
whatever nature), which. shaJl be attempted on 
; maritime, commercial, or colonial rights and 
brests of the British Empire. 
; This our solemn declaration must, as we be- 
e, materially conduce to, prevent. the. necessity 
ich it is calculated to meet. And we trust that 
Majesty will also approve of our desire to sup- 
t it by all practicable ceconomy, in_ every 


naval and military defence adequate to the extent 
our danger, and to the importance of the interests _ 
hich we have to mahitain 

‘ The anxiety which we feel in this respect is-the 
Ly night, 
speech at 
noved an 
following: 


jesty has now’ re-established. 
Ts important purpose that we also most earnestly 
ommend to His Majesty’s wisdom, the pressing 
essity of arranging, by immediate and anmncable 
sussion, those’ points of essential interest, which 


nch of the public expenditure, and by a scale | 
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essary consequence of our sincere wish for the | 
manence of the public tranquillity which His | 


} 
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And it is for the | 


| 
} 
' 
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| 
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nted to His heen adjusted by former treaties, but for which 
have. taken provision has been made in this negotiation. 

e Definit ‘ These councils we submit to His Majesty with 
is been gra fidence, in the present awful crisis of public af- 
louse. 3, prepared co meet with firmness all the difficul- | 
umility and and dangers of “our present situation, but desirous | 
rerogative of bve all thinks to promote the stability and security 
ill consider real peace: the object which it has béen His Ma- | 
Jend on Us, ys benevolent desire, by such extensive sacri- | 
) as me is s, to ensure to his loyal and affectionate people.” 



























lis Majesty 
tuality, the : : 

ike Of Norfolk, and a counter-amend- 
‘nt by Lord Pelham. 


has DCEN ag- 


inful appr 
sult of thote eae t 9: 
ofier to He on oi fourteen hours. 
scS motion there appeared 16; against 


* ’ ‘* . . 
cluding. proxies, 122. A. motion, in 


or ihe aco 
Our opin fy 
ert from 0s 
yunded, 

seen withous 
unexamped 
Anal concive 


he House. of Commons adjourned the de- 
and impor 


“at tour o’clock yesterday moraing. It 


orresponding as resumed last night, a led this | 
Tee wel Fesumed last night, and ended this | 
ae. Orhine aT Sate A ati Ny i Jc cE j 
ticles: orning at half past fotit o*clotk ** “For Mr. | 
of territory ndham’s motion there were 20, against! |: 
y conti Alm 270, it i 
ashing int dnt} 
ashing * the course of these debates some very: | 
is It a ; 1OUS ¢ ° ¥ “se , * . 
9 ued a i : and wteresting ‘matter has transpir- | 
‘ 1 CVE . ; < 
of which . everal assertions and avowals have 
seen unhip a made, which it will be of great mo- 






aig? a nt to put upon record, to illustrate, and 
ise 4 Py Widely.” Lord Grenville’s 
¢ the adv 4 » We had the good fortune tor hear, 
od from o We hope that the. public will. be fur- 
, the Bi % With. an opportunity of -reading it;. 
+ oa | hs the ana state in whieh it must’ 
~paken oo Tas Rica sd Way into a news-paper, 
. ths dane ngth, .and as .near a¢ possible 
ty's ae hich Se oe order and the same words in 
ee dstail ha selivered. After examining 


pm © several parts of the compli- 
ph it OP Cd and extensive subject, his lovdship 


™ & View Of it as a whole, and in all the 





An amendment was proposed by the | 


The House divid-. | 
at seven o’clock in the morning, -after a | 


Fo: Lord Gren: | 


le, was, on the same evening, made, in | 
¢ House of Comimoiis, by Mc, Wincham. | 
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ery respect similar to that of Lord Gren- | 
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‘arguments were irresistible, 
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different lights in which if could possibly 
present itself. His arrangement was new 
and uncommonly perspicuous ; his language 
was elegant, his manner dignified, and his 
If the whole 
nation could have’ been assembled to hear 
that speech, previous to the proclamation 
of peace, netther the example of the mi- 
nisters, nor the dread of the myrmidons from 
the Post-Office, would have extorted an 
illumination, even from the ignorant and 
cowardly people of London and West- 
minster, 

The depression, which, as our readers 
will perceive, the funds have experienced, 
during the last week, has been: ascribed 
to several causes;. but we think the 
chief is, the newly repeated resolution of 
France not to enter into any commercial 
treaty with this countyy, ané not to suffer 
British goods, on any account, to enter 
her own dominions or the dominions of 
any of the powers, which -she_ holds 
within her talons. Her inflexibility, im 
this respect, grows daily stronger and 
stronger ;- and those who now doubt of her 
intentions to destroy.the commerce and 
navigation of England must labour under 
an infatuation equal to that,, which,. on 
our past, produced the treaty of Amiens. 

In another part gf the Register, will 
be found an account: of the proceedings 
of the meeting of ship-owners, to which 
we beg leave to. direct the particular 
attention of our readers. They will find 
from those proceedings, that our predic- 
tion with respect to’ the decline ef our 
navigation is already bat too Tully vérified. 


| At every former peace, this nayigation in- 


} 





creased, a circumstance which.led unrefleét- 
ing men, to suppose that the present peace 
would be productive of similer effects. 
Those men will be most .cruélly disap- 
pointed ;; and when, as the ship-owners 
predict, our-ships and our seamen have 
passed into the service of our. enemies, 
then will the senseless clamourers « for 
peace feel. what it is to purchase that 
“*biessmg.”? on terms such as those, .of 
which they have now the folly, not ‘to 
say the baseness, , to approve. 

From France, from that country to whose 
imperious will we are infuture to look for 
our destiny, news of great ifipoftatice Was 
last night received. Not of the death of 
Buonaparté; no, nor of any of those'cén- 
visions, which some week people. imagin- 
ed would spring up out of peace, and 
would enervate the arm of the First Con- 
sul; but of a change of a very different 
complexion indeed ; of a change whence 
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873) 
we may-probably derive the consolation of 
not being the vassals of any thing less than 
a ding or an emperor. On the Sth instant 
the Seriate passed an arrét, constituting 
Buonaparté Consul for seventy years.. Upon 
the presentation of this arrét, the pious 
routh modestly observed, that he had fond- 

y hoped, that the term of his political ex- 
3stence would end with his ten years con. 

‘sniship; but that, since the nation wished 
for a Jonger continuation of his services, he 
‘yielded’ to its solicitaffons. Taking advan- 
tage of this complying mood, the two other 
‘Consuls issued an arrét on the roth instant, 
‘by which the French people (le peuple souve- 
vain) ate ordered to mect, in primary as- 
aempblies, and signify their will, in the space 
‘af six weeks, Picthes Buonaparté shall be 

‘Consul for life, or not. ‘This intelligence 
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“our readers of our prediction, expressed in S | 
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the Register, p. 124. 





‘SG Complete sets of this work may be had by 
: Wh jing to any of the newsmen, or of Messrs. 
obveit and Morgan, Pall Mall. Tie Re- 

gister leaves town by the Saturday’: fost, and 
gs, jrost-free, to every part of the kingdom. 
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS, 


a War-Office, May 11, 1802. 
_ ‘His Majesty-has been pissed sed to appoint-Lient. 
Gerierals J. Leland, J. Hamilton, John Stratton, 
James Rooke, ‘Charles Crosbie, John Eat! of Suffolk, 
Honoprable Chapple Norton, George Hotham, David 
das, Sir Robert Ahetcromby,:K.B. Gcrard:Lake, 
“Sir Thomas -Musgrave, Bart. James Coates, Ralph 
} fas, Richard Whyte, Sir Alured Clarke, K.B. 
tobe Generals in the Army. Tatil 
MajormGenerals A. Farrington, J. Stuart, ‘Charles 
heck, John Whyte, Andrew John Drummond, 
eaeeaeeetehns WN tiban digaman, Peter Hunter, 
ph W: » Ellis Walker, William Johnstone, 
Niam pte George Earl of Pembroke, John 
| pth od tham, Alexander Campbell, William 
M ead, Francis Dundas} Alexander Ross, ‘Abra- 
am D’Aubantr, Honourable Francis Needham, Hen- 
ap Pigot, to be Licutenant-Generals in the Army. 


es ——_——, . 
“PIATHS, MARRIAGES; AND DEATHS, 








|. Birth—-On. the sth inst. .at his Lordship’s seat, 


y.- Paci the Countess of Wesumereland, of ason. 
_.. tages. — On Satunlay, at St. George’ Han- 
Square, Gilbert Mathison, Esq. ; hal 
oles, ten son, Esq. to Miss Par 


Reese er of Sir Walter Farquhar, Bart, 
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Flour per sack... 50.. 
Seconds....,... 44..50 
Coals perchal....29..38 


Bread Nine Pence Farth 


LONDON COURSE 


AMSTER. C.F.30 15 2 us. 
D°, at-sight 10192 
RoTrerDam..10 162 us. 
JHiaMBURGH.. $1 724us. 
ALTONA ;..4. 32 6 2Z us. 
Paris 2.us.. 22 13 liv. 
Bou xdeavx,d°23 14 
Caviz..... 34 in paper 
Ditro ..,. 36% effective 
Mapgip .. 34 in paper 
Dirto.... 374 effective 


Average of Sugar 
per cwt 335, Sag 


ing the Quartern Loaf. 


Porter Four Pence Halfpenny per Pot. 
ee. ee 


OF EXCHANGE. 


} LeGuorn ...... ol 
Napes 

Ganda ..<....- af 
Lispon....-+++ O84 


OPORTO. ..++* 683 

DuBLIN-- «+--+ ] if 

VENICE, 57 livrespiccole 
effective per £. . 


PaLERMO...- 


Ago, bank on Hol. p# 





“ _ 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE WEATHER, 
Near Guildford, in Surrey, for the Month f 


1902. 


~~ 


—— 
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~~ Theres 
Barometer. | meter. | 
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30,1 
29,09 
29975 
29,81 
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“Cut. Quar. ' 
"May 14, a few flakes of snow 'P gis 
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